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ETHIOPIA 
MENGISTU VISITS CUBAN WORKERS AT CONSTRUCTION SITE 
F1061307 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1220 GMT 6 Mar 79 FL 


(Text) Ethiopian President Mengist: Haile Mariam has visited the construction site of 
a microdam of more than 12 million cubic feet in capacity being built by Cuban inter- 
nationalist workers. The dam will provide irrigation for nearly 2,500 hectares of land 
belonging to the [word indistinct] war heroes, where some 800 Ethiopian com! atants are 
being rehabilitated, as well as peasant associations in the region. 


Mengistu Haile Mariam toured the dam construction site, the land to be irrigated by it 
and the heroes' center, accompanied ty PCC Central Committee member Raul Curbelo. The 
members of the Cuban construction brigade reiterated to Mengistu their commitment to 
complete the project by the end of the month of May, before the rainy season begins in 
Ethiopia. 


BISHOP DENIES WEST'S CLAIMS OF CHURCH REPRESS ION 
LDO31904 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1700 GMT 3 Mar 79 LD/RA 


[Excerpts] Archbishop Paulos of the Ethiopian Catholic Church said today that no 
pressure has been brought to bear on the freedom of the Ethiopian Catholic Church in 
the exercise of its spiritual services and practices and that no attempts has been made 
te deter its adherents. 


Bishop Paulos said this in a press statement released from his office. He described as 
baseless and completely spurious the reports spread by the Western media that churches 
in Ethiopia were [word indistinct] as a result of the pressures imposed on then. 


Bishop Paulos declared in his statement that the Catholic Church and the Ethiopian 
Government are cooperating in various programs for the benefit and progress of the 
Ethiopian people. 


Noting that there is a spirit of cooperation between the government and the Catholic 
Chureh in the country, in keeping with the common aim of building a new system in the 
country, Bishop Paulos said that apart from some minor problems there is no pressure 
being brougit to bear on religion. He said that in some adminittrative regions mis- 
understandings had cropped up between members of the church and workers in government and 
mass organizations, but that the matters has been passed to the central government and 
appropriate and revolutionary solutions have been found. 


ADDIS ABABA COMMENTS ON U.S. PIANS FOR GULF, INDIAN OCEAN 
1D051900 Addis Ababa Znglish to Neighboring Countries 1530 GmT 5 Mar 79 LD/EA 
(Unidentified commentary] 


[Text] The Communist Party of the United States has resolutely condemned Washington's 
plan to employ U.S. military forces in the Persian Gulf and described them as criminal. 
On March ist, the U.S. Defense Department reported that three warships of the U.S. 6th 
Pleet passed through the Suez Canal from the Mediterranean heading for the Indian Ocean. 
The New York TIMES disclosed that the U.S. Defense Department was working out plans to 
create a U.S. fleet to be permanently based in the Indian Ocean. Proposals for this were 
submitted to the White House after Defense Secretary Harold Brown's latest tour of the 
Middle East. 
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In a statement issued by the Central Committee of the U.S. Communist Party, it was pointed 
out that the people of the United States were not going to tolerate their sens! being sent 
to the Persian Gulf to die for the interests of oil monopolies. And yet, this is exactly 

what has been advocated by two leading figures of the Carter administration, Harold Brown, 
secretary of defense, and James Schlesinger, secretary of energy. 


Earlier, Senator Henry Jackson urged setting up a joint Israeli-Egyptian strike force to 
be used by the U.S. for the purpose of holding the oil deposits of Saudi Arabia, even 
against the will of the government of the country if necessary. The Communist Party of 
the United States considers this a threat to world peace and points out that such plans 
were directly opposed to the national interests of the people of the United States, 
increased the 4anger of carrying up [as heard] war and placed the interests of the oil 
monopolies aboye the national interests. 


The United States has displayed an open disregard for the sovereignty of the states of 

the Persian Gulf, the Middle East and Southeast Asia and is now threatening to violate 

their territorial integrity. The two major hotbeds of war in the present world, in 

the Pur Bast and the Middle East, were ignitedwith the assistance of U.S. imperialisn, 

In 1920 end 19350, the U.S. marines invaded Nicaragua, Haiti and the Dominican Republic 

to maintain the interests of U.S. carporctions by military farce and by mass murder. Brown, 
Jackson, and Schlesinger are advocating the same voday in the Persian Gulf. 


ELF LEADER REPORTS OF FIGHTING, SITUATION IN ERITREA 
JN061546 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1445 GMT 6 Mar 79 JN 


[Text] Khartoum, 6 March--Admed Nasser, chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
Eritrean Liberation Front [ELF], has announced that the recent Ethiopian military campaign 
failed to accomplish its objectives. 


In a statement here today, Nasser said that the forces of the Eritrean revolution are now 
besieging the capital of Asmara, most of the towns occupied by the Ethiopian forces and 
the Eritrean countryside. They are also preventing reinforcements from reaching the 
besieged Ethiopian forces. 


Nasser said that the Ethiopian military activity is now focused on artillery shelling of 
peaceful villages. He pointed out that the Eritrean revolution forces foiled all Ethiopian 
military attempts to break the siege. in the past 2 months, they have shot down four 
Ethiopian planes and destroyed many tenks and military vehicles. 


The Eritrean official said that the Eritrean revolution is struggling for two issues: The 
first deals with the nationalist ambitions of the Eritrean people, and the second pertains 
to the common interests between independent Eritrea and Ethiopia. He called on journalists 
to visit the battlefield in Eritrea to familiarize themselves with the state of affairs there. 


Nasser pointed out that the Ethiopian authorities have resorted to barbaric methods in an 
attempt to contain the revolution. They have rounded up Eritrean youths and deported them 
to areas cutside Eritrea and resorted to assassinations and confiscation of property. 
This, havever, has strengthened the revolutim forces with more supporters. 


Nasser hailed the Joint Charter for National Action between Iraq and Syria and said that 
it was a practical reply to confront the Zionist enemy and the conspiracy which aims at 
dealing a blow to the Arab revolution, 
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ERITREAN LIBERATION FIGHTERS INTERVIEWED ON EPLF ACTIVITIES 
DWO51025 Frankfurt FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU in German 5 Mar 79 p 10 Dw 


{Interview by unidentified reporter with EPLF Central Committee Chairman Isaias Afework 
and Politburo member Mohamed Said-Barre, [as received] no place given, no names of 
answering persons indicated] 


(Text) FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU [FR]: Your organization, the Eritrean People's Liberation 
Front (EPIF), is the younger of the two Eritrean liberation movements fighting for the 
creation of an Eritrean state. The existence of two rival fronts had the effect in the 
world of causing your people's will for self-determination to be widely ignored. The 
differences of she political program remained widely unclear and were often termed in a 
contradictory way as "Marxist-progressive" and "Muslim-traditional." 


Answer: The interests of the Eritrean people are represented legitimateiy by two fronts, 
namely the ELF and the EPIF. It is quite natural that several parties with various 
program act for the benefit of the people. 


By the end of the sixties we delieved that the authoritarian leadership and the lack of 

a plan of ELF leaders jeopardized the aims of our entire fight. First we tried to fight 
these hazards through our engagement within the ELF. But the ELF leadership clique failed 
to see reason; many people were expelled, some imprisoned. So we were forced to set up a 
new movement, the EPIF (1970). 


The ELF tried to eliminate us, involving us in a civil war from 1972 to 1974. The fact 
that we became bigger and stronger despite the elimination campaign demonstrates first, 
how correct our program and tactics are and second, how much support we find among the 
broad masses. It is clear today that we are the significant force and the vanguard of 
the Eritrean revolution. 


The ELF is strong when it comes to propaganda, but here with us you can see in practice 
how we work with the people and for the people. The ELF failed until this day to 

organize the masses, to motivate them politically and arouse their awareness. We studied 
Marxism-Leninism, we learned from others--but what is happening here is our own revolution. 
We are neither a puppet of the Arab camp nor of the communist bloc power, our fight is 
aimed at liberating Eritrea. 


FR: Reports have been heard recently over and over again about a united supreme command 
of both your organizations. What was this cooperation like and what successes have been 
achieved’ 

Answer: We have that united leadership echelon. We have always acted for national unity. 
The united command clearly means some progress. The masses reacted spontaneously with 
applause and demonstrations. Practical cooperation, however, did not improve much; 

there are many problems because the Elf--as before--wants to tutor us and.... 

PR: eesesis there a joint military front? 

Answer: Wo, both movements as before are fighting separately. 


FPR: What consequences does that have for the military situation?’ 


Answer: The Ethiopians who are about to mobilize their last reserves against us, have 
regained Teseney, Barentu, and Agordat at the south flank. These towns were all held 
by the ELF. 
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The successes of the Ethiopians sake us sad because they are directed against our 
people; but we are not surprised because we know about the insufficient ELF militery 
strategy. They know something sbout guerrille techniques only, but you cannot defend 
a town that way ageinst regular troops. Naturally we, too, operate with these tactics, 
particularly along the border and in towns occupied by the Ethiopians, but we also know 
about regular warfare. 


FR : Yet the ELF with its 25,000 fighters is saia to dispose of more troops than the 
ELF. It has been asserted thet your organization has just 15,000 fighters. 


Answer: We are always laughing about numerical press speculations on our military strength. 
Today the EPLF has far more fighters than the ELF. Look at the figures of our adversary and 
you will know how strong an army must be to score permanent successs against such an 
enemy..ce 


FR: You term the Ethiopians as your fierce enemies. When Emperor Haile Selassie still 

wes ruling over Ethiopia, you were supported by the USSR and Ouba in order to fight against 
that bulwark of imperialism and feudalism in Africa. Today a progressive government is 
ruling in Addis Ababa, and your earlier iriends are supporting your enemies now. 


Answer: The Ethiopians are and have been our enemies because they wanted to kill our 
people's will for self-determinetion in @ barbarian way. When fthiopia formed a federation 
with us, Eritrea was richer than all other Ethiopian provinces taken together. Then the 
Ethiopians started their exploitation campaign against our people and our country. 


Since we did not want to live like slaves in Ethiopia, we have taken up arms. Mengistu, 

too, just wants to get at the wealth of Eritrea without respecting cur rights. Those who 

say that our government is progressive don't know what they are talking about. They are 
ruling with terror and barbarism without having a basis among the people. What they are 
practicing is worse than fascism, more than 90 percent of the Ethiopian people would pre- 

fer to live under Haile Selassie. Their soldiers are like their govermment--a wild barbarian 
gang that pillaged and bombed our town. 


KENYA 
MOI COMMENTS ON PEACE EFFORTS BETWEEN UGANDA, TANZANIA 
LD061630 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 1219 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD/EA 


[Speech by President Daniel Arap Moi at opening session of Parliament in Nairobi--live, 
intercepted in progress ] 


[Excerpt] Mr Speaker, on this occasion, I must say a few words about the international 
dialog now taking place between the developed countries on one hand and the developing 
countries on the other. It is very clear to me that a new international economic order is 
necessary for the interests of a1] countries, not just the developing ones. In this world 
of increasing interdependence, what we must have for the long-term interests of all 
countries and stability of the international community as a whole, is equitable cooperation. 
In the past interdependence has worked mainly in the interests of the developed countries. 
Such an arrangement is neigher equitable nor sustainable. It also generates confrontatia 
instead of cooperstion. 
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With all the undesirable consequences of such an atmosphere in international relations, 
therefore, I hope that the developed countries will be more forthcoming ani truly 
internationally minded in contirming negotiations for the establishment of a new inter- 
national economic order. In this connection, [words indistinct] in Manila and the 
forthcoming session of the UN General Assembly provide good opportunities for making 
real resources in this area, 


Another important subject I can only touch on briefly on this occasior, is the whole 
question of peace and unity in Africa, I repeat here my call to all African countries 
to respect the OAU Charter, especially those provisions in it calling upon the African 
countries to respect each other's territorial integrity [applause] and to solve any 
problems between them through peaceful means, 


As I speak now there is fighting and bloodshed in a number of areas of our continent, 
It is particularly sad that fighting between our two sister states of Ugan’> and 
Tanzania continues, As you know, I appealed to Uganda, I have recently «ppealed to 
Tanzania to pull back her forces and allow the differences between the two .cuntries to 
be solved within the framework of the OAU, [appleuse] I shall continue to do the 

best I can towards the restoration of peace in these two sister states, 


We in Kenya attach « great deal of value to pesce and unity among the African countries 
so thet they can consolidate their independence and concentrate on the struggle, which 
is the promotion of the welfare of their people. While on this point, I would like 

to reiterate what I have said on a number of occasions before: that my government's 
conviction about the importance of peace and unity is not then based on fear or weakness 
on the part of Kenya. As we have demonstrated in the past, we are prepared to under- 
take any sacrifice and other necessary measures to insure that our borders are secure, 
[appleause) However, I sincerely hope that our neighbors will see the importance of 
cooperation instead of aggression, In achieving each country's objective of development, 
security and stability, we shall therefore continue to promote the spirit of 
positive neighborliness in this area and Africa as a whole, 


UGANDA 
GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN REACTS TO HODDING CARTER REMARKS 
LDO61600 Kampala Domestic Service in English 1400 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD/EA 


[Text] The official spokesman of the American State Department, Mr Hoiding Carter, 
has admitted in a CBS radio-television interview, when asked to comment on the 
Tanzanian invasion of Uganda, that stories carried by the American mass media are 
usually confusing and inaccurate, He added that, sccording to information available 
to the American State Department, the situation in Uganda and the [few words 
indistinct] of Kampala was normal, He said that the fighting betweer. Uganda and 
Tanzania was confined to an isolated area, south from Kampala and that the American 
citizens living in Uganda were not worried at all and that they have intention of 
leaving Uganda. Mr Hodding Carter said that as far as the American State Department 
was concerned, there has been no mutiny or rebellion in the Ugandan Armed Forces and 
that it was the Tanzanian armed forces, together with Ugandan traitors and 
mercenaries, who attacked Tororo, but were smashed by the Uganda Armed Forces, 

Mr Carter said that road traffic between Uganda and Kenya was moving normally. 
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Commenting on the statement ade by the spokesman of the American State Department 
concerning the Tanzanian invasion of Uganda, a Uganda Government spokesman said 

Mr Carter's statement clearly confirms what Ugands has always been telling the world, 
namely that these reports by the American mass media were bi.sed, confusing and 
inaccurate because of the Zionists grip over the American mass media. 


The spokesman added that Uganda had been the victim of several acts of aggression 
and invasion from Tanzania since 1971, the latest being the current invasion which 
began on 9 October 1978. It was, therefore, cynical to note that despite accumulated 
evidence of the constant Tanzanian aggression against Uganda, no single word of 
comemnation against Tanzanian invasion was uttered by the spokesman of the American 
State Department, 


The Ugandan spokesman recalled that when the Uganda Armed Forces in legitimate self- 
defense repulsed the Tanzanian invaders and took them up to the Kagera River in 
October 1978, ‘the American Government, through its secretary of state, Mr Cyrus 
Vance, did not hesitate in condemning Uganda and even making what was tantamount 

to an ultimatum from a superpower to a small develoning country, which was the victim 
of the Tanzanian aggression, 


The Uganda Government spokesman said that now, when the Tanzanian inveders are deep 
inside Ugandan territory and indiscriminately massacring innocent civilians and 
destroying churches, mosques, schools and hospitals, no word of denunciation is 
heard from the spokesman of the self-styled champion of human rights. 


The spokesman added that this attitude on the part of the American administration is 
not surprising at all to the government and the people of Uganda. The people of 
Ugenda are aware thet the Tanzanian invaders are receiving full support from the 
CIA, The people of Uganda are also aware that the American Government, under 
pressure from the Zionists, imposed the criminal economic embargo against Uganda as 
a prelude to the Tanzanian invasion of Uganda, 


In conclusion, the spokesmen said the people of Uganda, under the wise leadership of 
Life President Amin, the supreme commander of the Uganda Armed Force: and conqueror 
of the British Empire, are determined to defend their motherland and vo take whatever 
sacrifice necessary in defense of their revolution, 
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CHAD 
FRANCE PROPOSES ROUNDTABLE TALKS IN CHAD 


For French reportage of the Paris proposal for roundtable talks in Ndjemena see the 
France section of the 5 March issue of the Western Europe DAILY REPORT. 


RECONCILIATION CONFERENCE IN NIGERIA POSTPONED 
TAO71008 Paris AFP in English 1005 GMT 7 Mar 79 TA 


[Text] Kano, March 7 (AFP)--The Kano conference on Chadian reconciliation has been 
postponed for at least 24 hours because of the absence of the two key figures, 
President Felix Malloum and Prime Minister Hissein Habre, official sources said here 
today. 


The sources said that neither man would agree to leave the embattled capital, Ndjamena, 
before the other. 


A Nigerian delegation was expected to leave for Chad today to seek assurances that Jen 
Malloum and Mr Habre would come to the round table conference, to which leaders of that 
country's three main rebel groups have aiso been invited, 


Meanmhile reliable sources here (?said that) a Nigerian aircraft dispatched from Kano 
to collect Gen Malloum returned without him late last night. ‘The original plan had 
been for a second Nigerian plane to fly direct from Lagos to Ndjamena to pick up 

Me Habre once Gen Malloum's departure had been confirmed, Apparently the second 
aircraft never took off, There were also unconfirmed reports that some or all of the 
rebel leaders had agreed to fly to Kano in Mr Habre's plane, 


An official announcement late last night said that Nigerian head of state Lieut Gen 
Olusegun Obasanjo would come here today to join the conference, but it now seems that 
he will wait for more positive developments before travelling north, 


IMAM'S SON, SIX OTHERS RELEASED FROM PRISON 
PAO61442 Paris AFP in French 2158 GMT 5 Mar 79 PA 


[Text] Ndjamena, 5 Mar (AFP)--Chadian President Felix Malloum ordered the son of the 
Imam Ibrahim (Mousse) of the Grand Mosque of Ndjamena and six other Muslims who had 
been "kept under close watch" for about 10 days released on Saturday evening, it was 
learned from a reliable source, Arrested and detained by paratroopers and police 
guarding Chagoua Port to the south of the capital, the seven men were entrusted to 
Prench Ambassador Louis Dallier, who interceded with the ohief of state several times 
to obtain their release, 


Ndjamena Archbishop Msgr Paul Dalmais, who had also interceded for them and had been 
able to visit the imam's son during his arrest, seid that the latter was "treated 
well,” 


Well-informed circles in the Chadian capitel viewed the release as a “good will 
gesture” by President Malloum to the Muslim population, the majority in Ndjamena, who 
complain of being the victims of the vendetta [vindicte) by the “southern” Christians 
or animists and who even speak of “massacres,” 
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SUNA REPORTS ON SITUATION IN MDJAMENA 
JNO70935 Khartoum SUNA in English 0927 GMT 7 Mar 79 JW 


[Text] Ndjamena, March 7, (SUNA)--Chadian state minister in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation Hissein Alkhali has been killed in yesterday's fighting, some 
sources said here today. FROLINAT leader Goukouni Ouaddeimi is said to have arrived 
here with additional forces to back Habre's advancing troops. Malloum's gendarmes 
district which was heavily raided yesterday has fallen in the hands of Habre's troops, 
the sources said, The gendarmes are reported evacuating the northern part of their 
camp. Meanwhile, heavy gunfire is heard in different parts of the town, 


PROLINAT APPEALS FOR END TO 'PRATRICIDAL WAR' 
LDO51427 Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in Prench 27 Feb 79 p 6 LD 
[APS report: “Religious Cleshes in Chad 'A Maneuver To Divide the People'"] 


[Text] Algiers--"The clashes between Muslims and Christians which have taken place «t 
Moundou and Serh are the first stages in the plot revolving around the federation 
proposed by foreigners to resolve the Chad problem,” « Chad NWational Liberation Pront 
[FROLINAT] communique published in Algiers states. 


"PROLINAT,” the comminique continues, “as a nations] and nationalist organization which 
is the melting-pot of the Chadian people, vigorously condemns this criminal maneuver, 
which is contrary to the spirit of national unity and whose aim is the breakup of Chad, 


"Hence we appeal to Muslim and Christian Chadians not to lend themselves to this vulgar 
manevver: Stop the fratricidal war, and by acting in this way you will sefeguard the 
country's cohesion and thwart the plans of those who are preparing to exploit Chad's 
resources, 


"The Chad problem is a political problem, A solution will certeinly be found, but not 
in religious and tribal confrontetion which would result in the country's disintegration, 
So this is a warning to those who, rightly or wrongly, are misinterpreting our people's 
just struggle,” the text concludes, 


ZAIRE 
MOBUTU RESHUPFLES CABINET, APPOINTS WEW PRIME MINISTER 
TAO61334 Paris APP in English 1321 OMT 6 Mer 79 TA 


[Text] Kinshasa, Meroh 6 (APP)--Zairese President Mobutu Sese Seko has reshuffled his 
Cabinet, appointing a new prime minister and foreign minister. Former parliamentary 
speaker Boloko Lokonga becomes ‘rime minister replacing Mpinge Kasenda who is appointed 
permanent secretary to the cou.itry's sole party, the People's Revolutionary Movement, 
Nguga Karl I Bond becomes foreign minister and minister of international cooperation, 
replacing Umba-Di-Lutete, 


The new foreign minister held the foreign affairs portfolio until August 1977 when he 
was arrested and tried for high treason, He was condemned to death on Sept 1%, 1977 
but hed his sentence commuted by President Mobutu who amnestied him last July 10, 
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GUINEA 
PRESIDENT TOURE CONDUCTS OFFICIAL TALKS IN UAE 


Por local reportage on President Ahmed Sekou Toure's officiel visit to the UAE, which 
began on 5 March, see the Arabian Peninsula section of the 6 March Middle East and 
Worth Africa DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 


GUINEA-BISSAU 
PORTUGUESE, GUINEA-BiSSAU PRESIDENTS SUPPORT NONALINED SUMMIT 
FPL261244 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1222 GMT 26 Peb 79 PL 


(Text) Portuguese President Antonio Ramalho Eanes and Guinea-Bissau President Luis 
Cabral have reaffirmed their countries' support for the sixth confererce of the 
nonmalined gountries to be held in Cuba this year. 


The positive role of the nonalined countries also was stressed by the two presidents in 
a joint communique signed at the conelusion of talks held during the 5-day visit which 
Eanes has just made to Bissau, 


SENEGAL 
DEMOCRATIC LEAGUE PACTION JOINS PAI-LEGAL 
PAO62148 Paris APP in Prenem 1459 GMT 6 Mar 79 PA 


[Text) Dakar, 6 Mar (APP)--A change is taking place among Senegalese communists. A 
faction of the "Democratic League,” which is one of the most active groups of Senegalese 
communists, announced in a statement adopted during a conference that it will merge 
with the African Independence Party ( PAI)-Legal. 


The PAI-Legal, which is labeled "Marxist-Leninist," is one of the parties recognized by 
the current constitutional "four-party” system, The other three are the ruling 
Socialist Party [PS], a member of the "Sooialist International"; the Senegalese 
Democratic Party [PDS] (liberal) and the Senegalese Republican Movement (conservative). 
Pounded in 1957, the PAI, led by Majhmout Diop, was banned in 1960 and legalized again 
on 14 August 1976. In the meantime it splintered. A faction of the former PAI, 
labeled “clandestine,” challenged the PAI of Diop, It recently joined a faction of the 
"Democratic League,” frienis of the former council president, Mamadou Dia, and other 
figures within two unauthorized organizations: the Coordination of Senegalese 
Opposition (COSU) and the Senegalese Association of Democrats. 


In its communique the (so-called Marxist-Leninist) faction of the "Democratic League” 
that hes not joined these groups and today prefers to go with the PAI of Majhmout 
Diop, states that it prefers to work “with @ single lebor party” rather than with 
"mary splinter groups.” It advocates the unity of aa communists in the MPP party 
[not further identified) ani states that it censures their dispersion in the COSU, the 
unauthorized National Democratic Assembly, or other organizations, 


It is still 4iffieult to picture the importance of the Democratic League faction which 
has rejoined the PAI~-Legal. According to sources close to 

this group, it (’has) about 40 members. While this is @ ‘small number, it must be 

taken into esccount that the league is made up of young intellectuals who have shown 
themselves to be rather active so far. The PAI-~Legal, which has no deputies right now-- 
undike the PS and the PDS--claims to have 4,000 members. This is the first time since 
it was legalised that the PAI-Legal has reported the eacherence of an entire group of 
other Marxists. 
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MOZAMB IQUE 
CHISSANO RETURNS TO MAPUTO WITH MUGABE, CUBAN OFFICIAL 
LD061238 Mapute Domestic Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD/EA 


{[Suwmmary) Poreign Minister Joaquim Chissano returned to Maputo today from Neirobi, 
where he had attended the 52¢ session of the OAU Council of Ministers. 


He was accompanied by the coleader of the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe, Robert Mugabe, 
and an official in the Poreign Affairs Department of the Central Committee of the 
Cuban Communist Party, (Ponte Perro}. 


NAMIBIA 
SWAPO GUERRILLAS ABDUCT FIVE SOUTH AFRICAN CIVILIANS 
7TA061216 Paris AFP in English 1215 OmT 6 Mar 79 TA 


[Text] Windhoek, Mar 6 (AFPP)--Nationalist guerrillas operating in northem Namibis 
have abducted five civilians, it was announced here today. 


Although the communique issued by South Africe's army chief in the territory, Major 
General Jannie Gelderhuys did not identify the guerrillas, it js understood they are 
members of the South-West Africa Peoples Organisation (SWA?)), which has been fighting 
a low key war against South African forces in the territory since 1966. 


He 414 not say when or where the abduction occurred, The communique also announced the 
death of one nationalist guerrilla in « recent clash, and said the others were wounded, 


So far this year 10 nationalist guerrillas have been killed in Namibian clashes for 

the loss of six South African soldiers and 17 civilians. These latest incidents come at 
a time when both the South African Government, and SWAPO are cxpected to reply to the 
proposed United Nations ceasefire and election plan in the territory. 


MUDGE REJECTS ASPECTS OF WALDHEIM PLAN 


LD06122% Pretoria BUREAU OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION in English 1000 omT 
5 Mar 79 LD 


{Excerpts] Windhoek--Unless the UN secretary general implemented the South-West African/ 
Namibian ceasefire on March 15 in accordance with Resolution 435, the Constitutent 
Assembly would convene on April 2 to take a decision which could be irreversible, Mr 
Dirk Mudge, chairman of the Democratic Turrhalle Alliance (DTA) said here yesterday. 


Introducing «a mtion on the latest Waldheim report, Mr Mudge said the DTA's record was 
one of “helpfulness and cooperation." 


"But we are not prepared to be led by the nose any longer,” Mr Mudge told members of 
the Constitutent Assembly. 


Outlining events which led to the current controversy over the UN settlesent plan, 
Mr Mudge said his urdéerstanding was that the UN special envoy, Mr Martti Ahtiseari's 
personnel hed reached agreement with their South African counterparts during the UW 
mission to South-West Africa/ Naemibise last January. 
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"Can information not be put at our disposal so that we can see how these high officials 
have interpreted Resolution 435°?" he asked. 


After subsequent talks with SWAPO, Mr Ahtisaari had issued a statement that "differences 
of interpretation have arisen," and aspects of the settlement proposal would have to be 
renegotiated, Mr Mudge said. 


"That came as a shock to us. Our understanding was that the special representative had 
not visited South-West Africa for renegotiations." 


"Ny conclusion is that the moment of truth is fast approaching." 


"We now expect the secretary general to implement the ceasefire in terms of this 
resolution." 


If not, Mr Mudge said, the Constituent Assembly would reconvene on April 2 "to take a 
decisive decision which will not be renegotiable." 


RHODES IA 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL APPOINTS NEW ACTING PRESIDENT 
1D061414 Salisbury Domestic Service in English 1600 amt 6 Mar 79 LD/CA 


[Text] The Executive Council has announced the appointment of Lt Col H.B. Everard as 
acting president in succession to Mr J.W. Pithey who has served as acting president since 
the beginning of November. Lieutenant Colonel Everard was sworn in today by mr Justice 
Newham at the high court in Bulawayo. 


LONDON PAPER: TIME RUNNING OUT FOR U.S.-UK DECISIONS 
1D051307 London THE OBSERVER in English 4 mar 79 p 10 ID 
(Colin Legum article: "Eighty Days to Disaster") 


(Text] Formal ending of the white Rhodesian rebellion came last Wednesday when Ian Smith, 
the haggard and broken leader of that disastrous enterprise, formally ended in the life 
of the country's last minority-dominated parliament. 


'Tomorrov,' Mr Smith announced, ‘a new ara begins.' The hope he holds out for the 
victory of his internal settlement is, however, likely to be as misleading as any of the 
¢ozens of other promises he has made since he rang the ‘liberty vell' on that fateful 
night of 11 wovember 1965, when he confidently predicted that the rebellion against the 
British crow would be an ‘eight days wonder.' 


It turned out to be more than 15 years of decline and collapse into misery and killing, 
and the loss of authority of the dominant white minority--which the rebellion was supposed 
to ensure for 100 years or more. 


But the worst misery is yet to come. The next 80 days or so will be critical in deciding 
the fate of white and black Rhodesians. 
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The time set for the new Rhodesia-Zimbabwe govermment to take office is the middle of 
May. While the struggle will not be over by then, the future of the country will have 
been effectively shaped by the process of disentangling the intricacie: ‘eft by the 
failed rebellion. There are four main possibilities. 


The first, as envisaged by Mr Smith and his supporters, is that a successful election 
campaign can be staged between now and the end of April, culminating in recognition 

of the new majority government by Britain, the United States and South Africa. During 
this period the effective power of the Patriotic Front guerrillas will have been 
effectively weakened by incessant air attacks on their camps. 


The other possibility (and in my view, probability) is that the power of the guerrillas 
will not have been broken; that the election campaign will be a time of vicious killing 
by both sides; that there will be no credible election result; that neither Westminster 
nor Washington will recognise the new regime; that the demoralised white Rhodesians will 
Gecamp in even larger numbers than is already happening; that the country will be plunged 
into a civil war, which will sharply increase the level of international involvement ; 

and that Britain and the other Western powers will finally lose their ability to influence 
the situation, with the anti-Western powers playing a leading role as they did in Angola. 


There is only one way that I can see of averting this kind of disaster: It is for 
Britain, supported by a UN peacekeeping force, to take over in order to arrange elections 
leading to an internationally acceptable government. 


Three conditions are necessary for this to happen. First, the Smith regime must formally 
announce its willingness to return to legality. Second, tine British Government must 
Clearly declare its willingness to assume responsibility for the country administration, 
onee the state of illegality is ended. Third, the frontline African presidents and 

the Patriotic Front must give their support to the British take-over. 


What are the chances’ 


Mr Smith and his colleagues will not be ready to hand over to a British presence until 
it has become plain that their election ploy is foundering on the rocks of inter -African 
conflict. This is not likely to become evident before the beginning of the voting set 
for 20 April. 


Contrary to what is believed, the British Government stands ready to accept a call to 
establish a temporary administrative presence in Salisbury. Mr Callaghan is fully 
behind his foreign secretary, Mr David Owen, in believing that this should be done. 
But they are not saying so publicly. 


Their three conditions for establishing a British presence in Salisbury are: That the 
state of illegality should be ended; that British troops should not be involved in 
establishing its presence; and that there will be a back-up by a UN peace-keeping force. 


Despite their present opposition to a belated British intervention, the front-line 
presidents and, at least, Mr Joshua Nkomo, remain willing to be convinced provided 

Mr Smith is removed (or removes himself), and the British take command of the Rhodesian 
Secur.ty Forces. 


This has been the African position in the past; they only backed away from it in recent 
months because they finally gave up hope of effective British intervention. 
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But--and this is the crucial point--the three conditions needed for a British rescue 
operation will not be brought about unless the British Government (with American 
backing) immediately embarks on a new initiative to present this alternative option, and 
to win support for it in Rhodesia and in black Africa, 


Neither the Rhodesians nor the Africans believe that such an option still remains open, 
They must be convinced that it is still possible, This requires a strong British com- 
mitment, 


The present Anglo-American position can only be one of waiting on developments to pre- 
sent a favourable opportunity for a new initiative to present itself, 


But opportunities of this kind do not present themselves: They need to be created, 


When the U.S. secretary of state, Mr Cyrus Vance, and Dr Owen met a few weeks ago in 
Washington, the Americans, according to a very authoritative source, took an even 
gioomier view of the speed with which the Rhodesian security position is deteriorating 
than Dr Owen did and he is himself very far from taking a relaxed view, 


But my information is that the two men ended up by deciding to await events! 


In strong contrast to this attitude, the Soviet Blo: countries and Cuba are not stand- 
ing by awaiting developments, The Russians have incre*sed their presence in Zambia, and 
have offered President Kaunda military support to strengthen his air defence system 
against Rhodesian attacks, East Germany's leader, Erich Honecker, has just led a strong 
delegation to Zambia, Angola and Mozambique, to whom he offered his full support. The 
Cubans and the Russians both increased their military supplies a.1 training specialists 
for Mr Nkomo's wing of the Patriotic Front, 


The risk is that every new air attack by the Rhodesian forces against neighbouring 
countries brings the day closer when they will feel obliged to call in tie Soviets to 
play a greater role in defending their skies against the Rhodesian Air Force, 
And if--of, rather, when--&@ civil war develops in Rhodesia, the Russians will have to 
put themselves in a strong position to give direct military support to whoever they 
finally decide to back (probably Mr Nkomo) to win the internal struggle for power, 
Time is now running out fast. Every day that passes will make it harder for Britain and 
America, and for the front-line presidents, to avert either a full-scale civil war or 
direct foreign intervention in deciding the future of Zimbabwe, 

SOUTH AFRICA 
S, AFRICAN GOVERNMENT REPLIES TO WALDHEIM'S PROPOSALS 


LDO061610 Johannesburg International Service in English 1500 GMT 6 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] The South African Government has informed the secretary general of the United 
Nations, Dr Waldheim, that its position on the implementation of the settlement pro- 
posals for South-West Africa remains unaltered, The minister of foreign affairs, Mr 
Roelof Botha, in the South African Government's reply to Dr Waldheim [wo-ds indistinct] 
says that if there are other deviations from the proposals, those who make the devia- 
tions must bear the consequences, The letter was sent to Dr Waldheim last night and 
was tabled in parliament this afternoon, 
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In his letter, Mr Botha says his government stands by its view that SWAPO armed 
personnel, like the South African forces, are to be restricted to existing bases, that 
SWAPO would have no right to create bases (?in South-West Africa), that a comprehensive 
cessation of all hostile acts is an essential prerequisite to implementation of Security 
Council Resolution 435, 


Mr Botha reiterates his plea that time is running out for a holding of an election not 
later than 30th September this year. He states that it will not be possible for the 
South African Government to associate itself with any move to delay the elections beyond 
that date. Mr Botha said the government also stood by the proposals that political 
detainees in neighboring countries be allowed to return to South-West Africa and to 
participate in the electoral process. 


Regarding the composition of UNTAG-[UN Transitional Assistance Group] Mr Botha reiterates 
that South Africa is not willing to accept countries which have in the past identified 
themselves too closely and actively with the aims and activities of SWAPO, as such 
forces could not be expected to act with absolute impartiality. He pointed out that 
South Africa had prceposed several African, Asian, Latin American and Western European 
countries, none of which had been accepted, Mr Botha said that in spite of this the 
South African Government, as a token of its desire to be accommodating, would still be 
prepared to accept the UNTAG composition announced by Dr Waldheim on list March, on 

the understanding that the settlement proposal in its final and definitive form was not 
changed, that the UNTAG composition was not altered to the further detriment of the 
South-West African parties committed to a peaceful solution and that South Africa could 
reasonably accept the two further countries to be added to the list. 


The South African prime minister, Mr P.W. Botha, who tabled the South African reply to Dr. 
Waldheim in the assembly, said South Africa had not slammed any doors. South Africa did, 
however, insist on the implementation of the settlement plan accepted on 25th April last 
year. If there were other parties wishing to digress from the plan, they would have to bear 
the consequences. South Africa would stand by its undertaking to the people of South-West 
Africa that it would not allow a political solution to be forced on them from the outside. 





Mr Botha said there were no provisions, directly or indirectly, in the settlement 
proposals that SWAPO should be admitted to the territory, where, on the day of the cease- 
fire, they would suddenly come forward, claim to be assigned to camps that did not 

exist, thus claiming the establishmet of bases in South-West Africa. The scheming 
behind the scenes had been shocking, he said, South Africa had been left in the lurch 

on a mumber of occasions by the Western five nations in the Security Council, And all 
along the road there had been shattered expectations, nurtured in good faith by South 
Africa in the belief that the West would stand by its undertakings. 


S. AFRICAN FORCES ATTACK BASES ‘NORTH OF S-W AFRICAN BORDER!’ 
1D061530 Johannesburg International Service in English 1500 om? 6 Mar 79 ID 


[Text ] Elements of the South African Army and air force have attacked identified 
terrorist bases north of the South-West African border. Announcing this, the chief 

of the defense force, Gen Magnus Malan, said that the defense force had been compelled 
to launch the operation because terrorists were concentrated in bases near the border, 
from which they aggressively and provocatively committed deeds of terror and outrage, 
particularly against the local population, General Malan said terrorist aggression had 
increased sharply since January and had recently become nothing less than blatant 
provocation, He said more details of the operation would be announced later. 
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